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1. Corntact wour insurance agent. “our homeowners or renters insurance should cover your digital gear, but take the

time to ensure that your coverage is adequate.

Laptops, zameras, and music players are often used on the go. Askyour agent if the gear is covered when you are

using it outside of the house,

Coverage amounts and deductibles are also important. Insurance should cowver the full value of wour gear: preferably,
replacement wvalue wversus the cash value when you bought it. et keep in mind that wour deductible may be higher
than the cost of smaller items, and your plan may anlby cowver certain events. Ensure that any loss is covered under

wour policy. “ou'll probably pay extra forflood insurance.

2. Mail in your registration. Many people overlook product registration, or refuse to do it because they fear that their

information can be uzed for maketing purposes. Take the time to mail in the warranty and register your new gear.

One advantage of completing your product registration isthat the company can contact you in the event of a recall.
After the battery recalls of the past few years, this should be 3 no-brainer. While registration won't help you recower
something in the event of theft, it will help you prove cnwnership.

2. write dovwn =erial numbers. I wour zamera or computer were stolen, would wau know the serial number? Probably

not—unless wou wrote it down.

Aczerial numberwill help if wou report 3 stolen item. The police can match serial numbers on recovered property.
“ourinsurance agent may alzo need the serial number for claims.

So make a list of zerial numbers and product information, including brands and model numbers. Store the listin your
zafe-deposit box. “ou may alzo wantto include photographs.

4. List wour cort=act information.  Many gadgets letwou enteryour contact information. Make sure the addresz and

phone numberyou enter are current. If the gadget is found, it can be returned easily.

“ou can also create 3 Read Me file containing wour contact information. Put it on memony cards for cameras and
other gadgets. This assumes, of course, that the person finding the gadget i= honest. “ou can't count on that. So

consider buying 3 product such as STOP (Security Tracking of Office Properhy’ tags.

These tags can't be removed without damaging a gadget's ¢ase, and further, the tag leaves an indelible mark on the
case in the event it is remowved. This makes reselling your gadget difficult if not impossible. Another benefit is that
STOP can return recovered items to wou, for a nominal ane-time fee (about F25) for the service.

. Secure your laptop. “ou'we probably installed anti-zpyware and antivirus sofhware. ou should also think about
physical theft. Protect wour data with encryption sofbware which prevents thieves from accessing sensitive data on the
stolen laptop.




